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Abstract

The current study looks into the presence of the Palestinian national identity and values in
the Palestinian digital media. The study problem revolves around the varying premises and
goals of strengthening the shared Palestinian national identity on the one hand, and around
the political, social and cultural development of the Palestinian situation on the other hand
in light of the presence of digital media. The study tries to answer a key question: To what
extent does digital media in Palestine play a role in shaping or reshaping the national
identity and values?

In its general statement, the study assumes that digital media in Palestine has contributed to
the decline of the shared Palestinian identity, and rather brought back to the surface the
cultural, social and religious heritage.

The study uses a set of content analysis tools for a sample of nine Palestinian digital
platforms that are most statistically browsed, while taking into account their diverse
intellectual, political and ideological backgrounds. These backgrounds suggest differences
in the political orientation and in the partisan, religious and social attitudes of the
concerned platforms across historical Palestine. They include platforms from the West
Bank, the Gaza Strip, the Palestinian land occupied in 1948 and the diaspora. The study
also makes an analysis of the presence of the contents of the Palestinian national identity and
value in the published materials.

In chapter I, the study discusses the identity and its manifestations throughout the media.
Chapter II deals with the Palestinian media, identity formation and the historical
beginnings of the Palestinian media up until the digital era. In chapter III, the study
examines the Palestinian digital media's coverage of the so-called Deal of the Century. The
results of the study are presented in chapter IV.

The study concludes that the Palestinian digital media has responded to the political
necessity and the attention of the audience. However, digital media failed to raise the
political or social awareness as required, due to ignoring the contents of cultural awareness
as well as the lack of narrative contents of historical facts and major arguments.
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